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Bestselling author Tommy Tenney expands the extraordinary story of Esther like no novelist has

done before. Both a thriller and a Jewish woman's memoir, Hadassah takes readers to ancient

Persia (now known as Iran), into the inner sanctum of the palace and back out into the war zones of

battle and political intrigue. This gripping drama of a simple peasant girl chosen over many more

qualified candidates to become Esther, Queen of Persia, captures the imagination and fires the

emotions of men and women alike.
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Despite a few glitches, there is much to like about this coauthored novel from Tenney, best known

for his nonfiction book The God Chasers, and Olsen, a writer whose work includes screenplays.

Esther, queen of Persia, who inspired the eponymous book of the Bible, is a fascinating character

whose story lends itself well to a fictional retelling. The novel opens as a contemporary woman

named Hadassah receives a letter penned by Esther (also called "Hadassah" and "Star" in the

novel) and passed down through her family for generations. The reading of the letter transports the

reader back to the Persian Empire (a similar device is used in Bodie and Brock Thoene's Zion

Legacy series). Several time periods and points of view make for a slow start, but the pacing picks

up when Esther becomes the focus. The dialogue is stiff in places, and some readers will find the

use of "G-d" rather than "God" out of reverence rather tiresome. However, from their imaginative

fleshing out of Esther's unusual girlhood and preparation for her tryst with the king to the uttering of



her famous words, "If I perish, I perish," the authors reinvigorate an age-old story. The sexual

tension and violence necessary to the tale are rendered inoffensive for the evangelical Christian

market, and a few surprise twists will catch readers familiar with the story off-balance. CBA readers

should enjoy this account of one of the Bible's most courageous heroines.Copyright Ã‚Â© Reed

Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

"An exhilarating ancient romance with ribbons of suspense, mystery, and intrigue cleverly woven

through. I highly recommend Hadassah." -- Road to Romance"Breathtakingly suspenseful...this

story is rich in historical detail and spirituality. Be forewarned. This is a real page turner." -- Large

Print Reviews"Esther springs to life...a wealth of history and spiritual admonition in the pleasing

guise of a well-told tale." -- Romantic Times, Feb. 2004"Full of romance, intrigue, sudden plot twists

and a finale that is heart-stopping even for those familiar with the story." -- Messianic Times,

Feb/Mar 2004"I cannot say enough good things&#x85;such a fresh perspective to a familiar story.

Be swept away by this fantastic story." -- BookLoons.com"Much research and study have obviously

gone into Hadassah to preserve the authenticity...an enjoyable read." -- Messianic Times Feb/Mar

2004"Tenney has given readers a gift similar to that Esther gave Xerxes: a source of wonder and

conversation." -- Faithful Reader

I love Christian historical fiction and this is one of the best books I have read. I have not read

anything by this author previously. I will read him again. I had trouble putting it down most of the

book. Excellent read!!

loved the book. suspensful and sad. very well written. great shipping

Loved the book! If you have read the book of Ester you will like the details this novel adds. It brings

the story to bigger life!

Being so familiar with the story - and even the movie, it's hard to read with a new slant. The book is

MUCH BETTER than the movie taken from this book.

Awesome book. I couldn't hardly put it down when I started reading it.

i watched or read or used the item. You can look at my "star" review. I have nothing else to say



about the product.Am I thew only one who resents having to type x number of characters and I have

to Headline my review. Why does  force their customers to serve them???

Way better than the movie that was based on this book. Good explanations of why Queen Esther

did the things she did.

Mr. Tenney takes a well-known biblical story and adds contextual details that make it relevant and

intriguing.
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